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Northants combating drought with Freerain
The ongoing drought in Britain has been well documented, nevertheless here in Northampton, action is being taken to combat the effects of this serious problem.
Pictured are the first batch of 10 underground tanks designed to help a new housing development at Upton, Northampton meet very high environmental performance standards by including state of the art, Freerain rainwater harvesting systems.

Rainwater harvesting, as a concept, was widely practiced in the UK before the advent of plentiful mains-water supplies.  Modern systems collect rainwater falling on roofs in tanks such as those shown, for subsequent non-potable uses such as flushing the toilet, washing the car, filling the washing machine and watering the garden. Using harvested rainwater significantly reduces household demand for mains water, making a useful contribution to alleviating the threat of drought.

The 10 tanks pictured were delivered to the Upton development on 27th February, and are the first of an order which will rise to 120 units overall as the development progresses.  This will enable the development as a whole to reduce its consumption of mains-water by around 40% compared to equivalent developments.  The rainwater retained on-site in the storage tanks helps to reduce demands on the overall storm-water management system, thus also playing a part in reducing flood risks.

This Northampton development is one of the largest domestic applications of rainwater harvesting in the UK to-date; it follows recent press reports of future problems likely to occur through water-shortages and occasional heavy downpours causing flash-floods.

Commenting on the importance of rainwater harvesting, Steff Wright, Chairman of Freerain stated, “Typically, the light winter rains experienced recently will quickly evaporate into the atmosphere rather than find its way into the reservoirs.  By capturing some of it in a rainwater harvesting system, the overall water supply situation is helped without hindering the normal processes gathering and storing water for mains-supply use.”

“We are delighted to work with Cornhill Estates and Miller Homes on their prestigious Upton developments.  Our rain water harvesting system is well-proven and reliable and will help each household achieve the maximum environmental performance the new owners will expect.  This is an important order for us and helps us maintain our strong market position as a manufacturer of both commercial and domestic rainwater harvesting systems.  Our growing order book reflects the important and increasing role that Freerain systems play in addressing both water-shortage and storm-water management problems”.

With water prices set to increase on average by 18% over the next few years, rainwater harvesting’s potential needs increasingly to be harnessed on all future developments. With 2005 being the fourth driest year on record further drought is a very real possibility, and water shortages are already a major limitation on desired developments. The use of rainwater harvesting systems can now often be a deciding factor in a development getting approval.

To find out more about rainwater harvesting visit www.freerain.co.uk or contact Marcus Fox at Freerain on 01636 894900.

~Ends~

Editor’s Note

For further information please contact: 

Terry Nash, Managing Director, Freerain on 01636 894900

Vital Statistics

In typical domestic installations, around 50% of mains water saved, halving water bills.

Used on commercial or public buildings (with large roof areas and a high demand for non-potable water) return on capital investment can be as little as 3-years.

All systems are bespoke to their specific application, with domestic systems typically costing around £2,500 per property

The Product

The Freerain system is fully automatic in-service and easy to install; it works by collecting the rainwater that falls on the roof, filtering it and storing it in an underground tank, then bringing it back into the house on demand for non-potable applications such as toilet-flushing and clothes washing machines, or for car washing etc.  From the end-users point of view, they notice nothing different from their regular mains water supply.

The Development

These 10 tanks are for Cornhill Estates, and are part of their order for a total of 27 units in all. The delivery of a total order of 93 units to Miller Homes is expected to commence in March. Both orders are for Phase-B of the Upton development.
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10 Freerain rainwater harvesting tanks being delivered to the Upton Development
